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Parkland College’s new
Pathway to Howarts
Witchcraft and Wizardry underway. Page 2

Parkland College to host
2016 winter olympics
after U of I deemed “not
good enough.” Page 7

The infamous Slender
Man pays a visit to Parkland College and scares a
bunch of people. Page 3

Although Spring break is a
well loved time for students,
it can also be very detrimental to one’s work ethics. Page 8

Parkland’s Physics Department

makes ground breaking discovery
Humna Sharif
Staff Writer

Parkland College has always
provided a supportive environment
to its faculty and students
when it comes to research. The
Natural Science and Engineering
Departments take full advantage of
the numerous resources available at
Parkland to make headway in their
respective fields.
Recently, the Physics Department
has made an astounding breakthrough
regarding everything we thought
we knew about physics. Dr. David
Albert, professor of Astrophysics has
been working with Stephen Hawking
for quite a few years, and helping Dr.
Hawking with his research on finding
a theory of everything. Parkland
College provided the funding for a
state of the art research lab in the
basement of the campus. Ten other
Parkland science and math faculty
were also a part of this research
team.
This partnership was largely kept
a secret due to the sensitive nature of
their work, but recent developments
have rendered it necessary for
this research to be brought to the
general public. The breakthrough
started when, Einstein’s mass-energy
equation (E=mc2) was proven to be not
true for particles being accelerated
under some special conditions.
“Basically what the mass energy
equation says is that mass being
accelerated at the speed of light
changes into pure energy,” Research
analyst Asterisk Spock provided.
“I’ve been working with Dr. Hawking
and Dr. Albert on finding another
expression that combines Einstein’s
mass energy equation and his theory
of space time curvature.”

Photo by Billi Jo Hart | Prospectus News
Physics major Aran Piyapaka poses with a sample of Parkland College Physics Department’s latest breakthrough, a discovery
that will lead to the ability to traverse time and space in a time machine.
The purpose of this was to find an
expression that also included the
time factor in it, and allowed for the
equation to apply to bigger masses
without potentially disintegrating the
body. The team of scientists working
at Parkland recently accomplished
this remarkable feat, which has
opened for the world an endless
galore of possibilities.
“I’ve been working on a unifying
theory of everything for the universe

almost my entire life and now I feel
closer than ever,” Dr. Hawking said.
The research is mostly theoretical
as of now and experiments have
only been performed on a small
scale. With time now linked to mass,
energy and the ability to manipulate
gravity, mankind has all the tools at
its disposal to build a time machine
that can travel both backwards and
forwards in time.
According to some members of the

research team, this could possibly be
the biggest scientific discovery in the
history of time itself. Never before
has man been able to take so many
widely accepted equations and turn
them around completely to form a
truly exceptional theory.
“I cannot express in words what
the impact of this research will be,
I believe that the human race has
entered a new era of technological
advancement,” Dr. Albert said. “With

a working time machine at our
disposal we can fully explore the
past, present and future.”
The applications of this new
research are indeed ground breaking
in the truest sense of the word.
The next step for the research
team is to secure funding, so that
they can finally use their theoretical
results towards building a working
time machine.
Every facet of human civilization
will be impacted by this. Ambiguous
historicalfactscouldbeauthenticated.
The evolution vs creationism debate
can be finally resolved. We can find
out if there really was a big bang,
see the extinction of dinosaurs, how
the pyramids were built, where the
Stonehenge came from.
A time machine would allow us
to see people like Hammurabi and
Aristotle in person, maybe keep
Julius Caesar from being murdered.
There is also an ethical dilemma
associated with such a discovery.
Mankind will have to be careful not
to alter the course of history in a
negative way.
“Our team is very excited to
have this work published in major
scientific journals all over the world,
there will also be a press conference
here at Parkland to break this news to
everyone,” Spock said.
The date for the press conference
has yet to be announced but Parkland
students will be provided every
opportunity to be present there. For
more information about the potential
time machine, keep checking the
local and national news channels.
Once word gets out about what has
been accomplished at Parkland, the
world won’t be able to stop talking
about it.

Parkland to provide pizza and tax help on Tax Day
Jordan Hannah
Staff Writer

The end of the tax season means
refunds are being paid out and income
taxes are being paid in. However, this
year it means much more here on
Parkland’s campus.
On April 15, Parkland will provide
pizza and soda in the cafeteria from
10 a.m. until 2 p.m. for everyone in
celebration of this national holiday.
Parkland will also be taking this
opportunity to educate its students
and faculty about the troubles that
many groups face when filing taxes,
as well as the steps you must take in
order to file.
Information will be available
for those people who pay into the
government, mainly about the
procedures for payment and how to
apply for income tax extensions.
April 15 is an important day, not
only for the both the State and Federal
government, but also for all students
and faculty at Parkland.

As many of you know, April 15 is
National Tax Day, which marks the
deadline by which most people must
file their taxes.
Despite how easy filing taxes may
be for those who have been taught by
parents or relatives, there are still
those who do not know what needs to
be done when it comes to preparing
tax forms.
Many of these groups include
exchange
students,
non-English
speakers, and anyone who may
have greatly changed the amount of
taxable income they have received
within the last year.
Because of this, Parkland feels the
need to hold such an event as a way
to help its community as well as these
underrepresented groups.
Chemistry major and international
student Jonquil Sameón explained
some of the troubles he has had
during this season.
“There is not a lot of information
out there. We cannot even find out
how to start. Once you start, it is
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vague how to even finish. It leaves
you needing help from the different
tax businesses around town,” Sameón
stated.
Many international students do not
have much help understanding how
to file their taxes. This may leave
them feeling the need to resort to
using less-than-necessary services to
complete the task that is required of
them.
This is the exactly why the Advisor
of Student Finances, Jim Drewry,
proposed such a celebration for the
population of Parkland.
Drewry helps students such as
Sameón get information during
tax season, and also provides help
understanding the many financial
aid options available to Parkland
students.
Drewry explained that they are
indeed many distinct groups who
experience confusion when it comes
to tax preparation.
“The students that come to me
usually have trouble with their

Photo by Billi Jo Hart | Prospectus News
On April 15, 2015, Parkland College plans to provide students with pizza and pop
to provide a much-needed break from the stress of tax day. Refreshments will be
located in Parkland’s Cafeteria, located in the Student Union.
financial aid.
Occasionally, mostly during this

SEE TAXES PAGE 2

Fact or Fiction
All the articles in this edition are jokes, and
should not, under any circumstances, be
taken seriously.
Answer on page 3.
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NEWS

Parkland’s Pathway Program to Hogwarts

FROM PAGE 1

Humna Sharif

TAXES

With seven enchanting books,
personable characters, a beautifully
crafted story and epithets about life
sprinkled here and there, Harry
Potter is amongst the most beloved
magical series of all times. Many
have eagerly awaited their eleventh
birthday and looked inside their
mailbox in hopes of finding a letter
from Hogwarts. Alas! No owl posts
ever came asking any of the Potter
fans to join the magical world that
has so often occupied the minds of
children and adults alike.
However, Parkland College has
found a way to make the magic
real for its students. Amelia Bones
from the Ministry of Magic recently
contacted College President, Dr. Tom
Ramage to discuss the possibility of
creating a new pathway program at
Parkland that would allow students
to transfer to Hogwarts School of
Witchcraft and Wizardry that was
recently set up at the Islands of
Adventure in Florida.
“We’ll have students come in
from Parkland who want to major
in Arithmancy, Potion Making,
Herbology,
Care
of
Magical
Creatures and Astronomy,” Anthony
Goldstein said, a Ministry of Magic
Representative
and
Transfer
Liaison for Parkland. “We will also
be recruiting members of Parkland
sports teams to form our new
Quidditch teams.”
According to Parkland officials,
the five new transfer majors that
Hogwarts is offering to Parkland
students are ideal for those who have
the aptitude to major in Mathematics,
Chemistry, Plant Sciences, Animal
Sciences and Astrophysics.
“Our program provides the perfect
platform for those students who felt
like they never fit into any particular
major,” Professor Violette Icarus,
Deputy Headmistress at Hogwarts
said. “We are all working hard here
at Hogwarts to make the magic real
for all our prospective students.”

time, international students come
for tax help. They don’t understand
the forms that all of us have trouble
with,” Drewry said. “Many students
are also changing income brackets,
picking up jobs and getting more
money than before. They are just
starting to file taxes.”
The students Drewry is mainly
targeting with this event are
international students.
In his opinion, however, the
students that have lived in the United
States also tend to experience some
difficulty understanding how to file
their taxes.
Students that go from making no
money to earning a wage must start
paying taxes with almost no previous
information on how to navigate the
various forms necessary to complete
their taxes.
Graphic design major Danielle
Phills has lived in the United States
her entire life, yet has not seen a tax
from until this year.
“Last year I had lived with my
mom, so she claimed me. But this
year, I have a job, and I go to school,
along with living on my own. This
year I didn’t know what to expect
with taxes. I’ve never done them,”
Phills explained.
Phills and Sameón are just a couple
of examples of students who need
help with taxes. Knowing how to file
taxes continues to be an issue in the
Parkland community, regardless
of the wealth of information that is
available.
Parkland, as well as Jim Drewry,
wants to know about the problems
students have during this time
and they feel the pizza and soda
celebration on April 15 is a perfect
way to reach out to students here at
Parkland.
If you or a friend has had trouble
this year, or you simply want to eat
your fill of pizza, feel free to join Jim
Drewry in the new Student Union
cafeteria for this informative event.
And don’t forget to file your taxes if
you haven’t already!

Staff Writer

Photo by Billi Jo Hart | Prospectus News
Arts major Larry Totter studies his books while perusing through the website of Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and
Wizardry. Totter intends to enroll in the pathway program at Parkland College, which will insure him a smooth transition
to the school of magic.
New students will be treated to
the traditional Hogwarts welcome; a
scarlet train will take students to the
Hogsmeade Village, where they will
be greeted by a half giant. Then the
students will take a boat ride up to
the Hogwarts Castle.
Professor Icarus will lead them to
the great hall where the sorting hat
will place them in their respective
houses.
“We expect a large number of
students to want to be a part of this
program, for this reason we have
decided to set some high enrollment
criteria,” the Hogwarts Headmaster
Professor Aberforth Percival said.
Only those students who have
a GPA of 3.8 or higher will be
allowed to apply. All students will
be required to provide five letters of
recommendation and must be in good
academic standing with Parkland.

The school castle has space for only
one thousand students in total, which
would make it very competitive to
secure a place in this new program.
Students will also have to pass
the Working Knowledge of the
Wizarding World (WKWW) test
before they are allowed to proceed
to magical classes. The purpose of
this test is to allow only die hard
Harry Potter fans to be a part of this
magical realm. Anything less than a
perfect score on the WKWW could
cost students their position in the
program.
“Coming to Hogwarts will be a
privilege and an honor, we want
all out students to know they were
chosen because they were loyal
to Harry until the very last page,”
Bones commented. “In the muggle
world MIT is notoriously famous for
sending out rejection letters, well we

are worse than that, anything less
than excellent just won’t do.”
In order to meet all the
requirements for Hogwarts, new
courses are also being introduced at
Parkland, and spots in these classes
are limited. Preparatory lessons
for the WKWW will be given in the
college atrium and reading sessions
will be held by the library.
Students hoping to transfer to
Hogwarts are encouraged to set up
an appointment with one of the new
magical advisors at Parkland as soon
as possible.
For more information about the
new pathway program Anthony
Goldstein may be contacted at gold_
anth.pathway@howarts.magic. All
details about the new Hogwarts
Pathway Program will also appear
in Parkland’s course catalogue for
fall 2015.

YOU HAVE wHAt it tAkEs.

NOW TAKE IT TO

A NATIONALLY RANKED
RESEARCH UNIVERSITY.
You’ve worked hard. And Southern Illinois University Carbondale has all the resources, faculty, and
support you need to take your initiative further. Our admissions counselors will help make the transfer
process as easy as possible. You can even visit our transfer page to see exactly which of your classes
transfer, so there’s no confusion about where you stand—or our support. Start here: siu.edu/transfer.

siu.edu/transfer
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Slender Man visits Parkland College
Frederick Krueger
Staff Writer

The Parkland campus hosted a special visitor
on Feb. 30, 2015, though it appears many
faculty, staff and students were unaware of the
guest despite the fact that he stands somewhere
between six and fifteen feet tall. Born in the
summer of 2009, Slender Man is alleged to have
been wreaking havoc world-wide for centuries.
“It simply isn’t true,” Man said, though he has
no discernible mouth. “You simply can’t believe
everything you read.”
Known to his close friends as “Slim”, Man is a
long way from his native homeland of Germany.
“I recall the Second Battle of Breitenfeld like
it was yesterday. Those were good times,” Man
explained.
Prior to beginning his tour of the college, Man
took a few minutes to hide amongst the trees
near the soccer field with hopes of scaring
some of the drivers on Interstate 57. His plans
of moon walking with flailing arms towards the
oncoming vehicles were quickly thwarted as
he repeatedly found himself tripping over the
fence separating the road from the school’s
property. He noted that, if he had eyes, he
probably would have been successful.
The basement of D-Wing marked his first
stop. Soon after falling down both flights of
stairs, Man found himself bruised but standing
proudly in the photography lab. Man is no
stranger to the digital media age and he couldn’t
help boasting a bit.
“There are literally thousands of photographs
of me out there. Some of my favorites were
taken in places that I have never been,” he
claimed.

Photo by Zonghui Li | Prospectus News
Slender Man poses in Dodd’s Park during his visit to Parkland College on Feb. 30, 2015. Man spent much
of his time at the school frightening passerby’s and making students disappear.
Sporting his standard attire consisting of
a white collared shirt and a black suit with
matching necktie, it was obvious that the guest
felt completely at home. After taking a minute
to ask Man why he didn’t adopt his own fashion
sense instead of “ripping off The Beatles”, an
art student who had been working in the lab
hasn’t been seen since.
Next on the day’s agenda was a trip to

Staerkel Planetarium. While he was marginally
impressed with the multitude of information
about the universe that is housed within the walls
of Staerkal, Man found great satisfaction in the
building’s architecture. Taking full advantage
of the open space, the visitor spun in circles
as though he were the main rotor blade of an
Apache helicopter. While he didn’t anticipate
the unintended consequence of crashing into

the seating area when he came to a stop, Man
considered the experience to be a positive one.
After going completely un-noticed during
a pass through the Theater Department and
banging his head on the doorframes of nearly
every room he entered for the rest of the
afternoon, Man concluded his campus visit
by attending the annual Men’s vs. Women’s
Basketball game at Dodd’s Athletic Center.
Coming into the evening, the Men’s team
had enjoyed an undefeated streak since the
inception of the event.
“I believe it is time for a change,” Man stated.
“I have a fondness for the ladies.”
Using what he referred to as his Triple
Threat, Man spent a good portion of the first
period utilizing his abnormally long arms to
clothesline the men as they attempted lay-up
baskets.
Man demonstrated his ability to make
himself invisible during the second half of the
game, pulling the men’s shots right out of the
air before handing the ball to a member of the
women’s team.
“I’ve never seen anything like it,” said
sophomore guard Kennedy Hartman. “In fact,
I’m not sure I saw anything at all.”
Man closed out his Triple Threat by donning
a women’s uniform, stuffing the jersey with two
extra basketballs, and making the men’s team
disappear for the last ninety seconds of the
game.
“I leave you with this,” he said before
returning to wherever it is that he came from.
“No matter what you do, no matter where you
go, always remember that someone else isn’t
going to be doing it there too either.”

Parkland Planetarium spots UFO during star gazing event
Brittany Webb
Staff Writer

A UFO was spotted during a routine star
gazing at Staerkel Planetarium this past Friday
evening. At first, many thought it was just a
shooting star, but when it stopped moving and
started to blink different colors, it was apparent
that it was not.
The Planetarium director was mapping the
evening skies when he first noticed something
a little “off” but didn’t think too much of it.
He thought it could have been a shooting star,
satellite, or something along those lines. Later
on, in the mapping sequence, he noticed it was
still there and moving at a rapid pace. It was
moving faster than a typical satellite would, but
slower than a spacecraft from Earth.
“I had no idea what it was,” Program Director
at the Planetarium Josh Yufome said. “But the
first thing that crossed my mind was UFO.”
Yufome immediately consulted his colleagues
to get their opinions. Unanimously, they were in
agreement it was a UFO. This prompted them
to show the night gazing attendees to get their
opinions as well.
“I was shocked,” Sandy Squarepants said, a
frequent planetarium goer. “I have never seen
anything like it. It was as if the UFO was trying
to speak to us, with the blinking lights and stuff.”

Star gazing evenings attract many people,
including families, students, clubs and the
general public. These nights start with a
discussion on what is present in the night sky
(visible planets, stars, galaxies) and then some
traditional stargazing, with some interesting
spots pointed out by program directors.
The UFO was spotted again just 30 minutes
into the 2 hour long session of stargazing,
Yufome claimed.
“It surprised me, that’s for sure!” Yufome
said.
The possibility of the UFO spotting being
something other than a UFO is possible, but
unlikely Yufome explained. The pattern in the
lighting and the sudden stop of movement is
not uniform with a satellite, the space station,
or any star in the sky.
“There’s no way it’s anything other than a
UFO,” Parkland student Lee Bing remarked.
“We just witnessed history!”
The first well known UFO sighting in history
was in 1947. Since then, thousands are reported
every year, though none have ever been proven.
Most were chalked up to be human made,
astronomical and atmospheric.
“We are not really sure what we saw,” Yufome
confessed. “But we are pretty sure it was not
man made.”
Multiplegovernmentagencieswerecontacted,
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including National Security, the Federal Bureau
of Investigation(FBI), the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration(NASA) as well as
President Obama. Yufome said at first the
agencies took it as a joke, explaining that they
receive calls about UFOs all the time.
The planetarium sent documentation, and it
turned into a matter of national security when
the ship began getting closer to Earth.
“It ended up landing at Willard airport,” FBI
Detective Lewis Bucanan said. “We were able
to contact the ship and let them know where to
land.”
The ship was immediately hauled to Area 51,
where it will be studied to determine where it
came from and how we can get there.
The
situation
sparked
debate
with
Parkland students, as many do not believe in
extraterrestrials.
“There is no such thing as aliens,” Gerald
Iody said. “There is no way anything can live out
there. Humans can’t even survive on the moon!”
Many other students here at Parkland
disagree with Iody and believe that such an
event is in fact possible.
“I definitely believe there is life on other
planets,” Leslie Acreage said. “How could it be
possible we are the only living beings anywhere
in the universe?”
Information about the event is likely to
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Fact or Fiction?
FACT: This is our April Fools’ Edition, so don’t take
these articles too seriously! We do this every year to
celebrate the light-hearted holiday.
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Photo by Scott Wells | Prospectus News
The Zeiss Model M1015 star projector is the
centerpiece of Parkland’s Staerkel Planetarium.
“Carl”, as it is called, was used to spot the UFO
that recently flew over Parkland College.
become confidential in the coming weeks and
those interested in learning more should turn to
local news agencies for updated developments.
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YOUR AD HERE

Place your classified here for only $5 per
week. Ads must be less than three lines or 30
words. Contact our ad department today!
217-351-2206 or prospectusads@parkland.edu

Sudoku

(hard)

Sudoku #3
7 4 2 9
1 6 8 2
3 5 9 6
5 1 3 7
9 8 7 3
6 2 4 1
8 7 1 5
4 9 6 8
2 3 5 4

Supervalu is currently hiring!

The Champaign DC and W. Newell is currently hiring
Flex (Part-time)
Order Selectors
Applicants must be willing to work the following:
• Champaign DC Required hours worked 16 with
• 10 hours on Sunday between the hours of 7am-11:00pm
the other 6 during the week - able to schedule up to
40
• Starting pay $14.75 an hour
W. Newell Produce warehouse:
• Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 9:00am – 5:30pm
• Starting pay $11.98 an hour
•
Interested applicants please follow the steps below:
www.supervalu.com
•
Careers
•
Supply Chain Services
•
Warehouse Non-management/hourly positions
•
Search by Zip code (61801 Champaign Distribution
Center or 61822 W. Newell Distribution Center)

8 6
3 9
1 4
9

8

1
7 5
4 3
5 2
6 7
2

Last week’s answers

Applicants must be 18 years of age
All Applicants must pass initial screenings
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

XKCD

1 5
4 5 7
8 7 2
2 6 4
5 4 6
9 8 3
6 2 9
7 3 1
1 9 8
3

Crossword

Sudoku #5
7 6 2 1
4 8 9 2
3 5 1 6
1 4 3 8
2 9 8 7
5 7 6 3
8 3 4 9
9 2 7 5
6 1 5 4

5 8
3 7
4 9
9 2
6 5
1 4
7 6
8 1
2 3

Sudoku #7
1 6 5 3
4 2 8 6
7 3 9 8
2 9 7 1
3 4 1 5
8 5 6 9
9 8 4 2
6 7 2 4
5 1 3 7

7 4 9
5 9 7
2 1 6
8 3 4
6 7 8
4 2 3
1 6 5
3 5 1
9 8 2

3
6 5 1
2 7 8
7 6 5
1 3 4
4

9

8

2

9

2

8

5 1 2
3 4 6
9 8 7

3 1
5 4
6 5
9 2
1 7
7 3
8 9
4 6

(solve for the answers below)

ACROSS
1 He noted legendary bowler taking 5-0 out East (6)
5 One endures endless rubbish written about judge in the Mirror (8)
9 Conductor who›s an expert on the Ring? (10)
10 Siren›s call makes you passionate to obtain love (4)
11 These days, little girl’s into mental arithmetic (8)
12 Babylonian god reportedly ruined this country (6)
13 Liveliness seen in British port (4)
15 Unknown person taking money from murderer (8)
18 The well-read American volume has article written about it (8)
19 Critically examine circular letter and reject the proposal (4)
21 Is Henry taking in nursemaid to make profit? That’s what we hear (6)
23 More of the Dome›s revealed when it rises (8)
25 Beat in return game (4)
26 Attempt at escape made by bomber on trial? (4,6)
27 Maybe one from Hollywood could become a cinema actor at last (8)
28 Once more begin making summary (6)

Last week’s answers

Are you a cartoonist? We’re always accepting new and original
work. Grab an application from Student Life, located in the Student
Union Building, or email prospectus@parkland.edu for more
information!

DOWN
2 Something to eat during Shavian drama (5)
3 Red-blooded sounding character seen at the Savoy? (9)
4 King Henry provided for Islamic leader (6)
5 Two sons gain acceptance into
school rowing teams – that›s
what the third›s about to aim for
(3,4,6,2)
6 Company acquiring European
vessel needed proof of insurance
once (8)
7 Father leaves new student in
Surrey town (5)
8 Profit’s made by investing money
in English memorial that’s not new
(9)
14 Flipping Nora! Mist across the
river causes foul weather! (9)
16 Gimmicky goods produced by
bookbinders (9)
17 B. Charlton’s team out of league?
Such a ridiculous comedown (8)
20 Maybe bowler could be fitter (6)
22 Popular judge rises to conclude
(5)
24 Expression of pity found in one
book or another (5)
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Champaign to host the Olympic Games

Photo by Zonghui Li | Prospectus News
The 2016 winter Olympics are scheduled to take place at Parkland College in Champaign, Ill. The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign was the original candidate to host the events, but when their facilities
proved to be inefficient and incorrect for the job, Parkland became the obvious choice.

Brittany Webb
Staff Writer

It has been announced recently that
the 2016 winter Olympics are coming
to Parkland. Events including slalom
skiing, figure skating and luge will be
held here on campus.
“I think it’s great they thought to
hold them here,” Engineering student
John Thompy said. “I hope they
cancel classes during them.”
Problems arose when the University
of Illinois couldn’t find enough space
to hold the events, so the International
Olympic Committee turned to
Parkland College. Parkland’s state of
the art football stadium has plenty of
space for a number of events, such as
the downhill skiing event, planned to
be held on February 9, 2016.
“The University just couldn’t step
up their game, and Parkland is more
than happy to take over!” Lacey
Freeth, an instructor in Olympic

Games 101 here at Parkland, said.
Slalom skiing will be held in the
M parking lots, which means that
students will have to park elsewhere
at the beginning of the semester.
Freeth explained that set up will
begin over winter break and break
down will take at least a month.
Many of the other parking lots
surrounding campus are also being
considered for hosting various
events, which is one of the many
issues that Administration here at
Parkland will have to deal with when
the time comes.
“The C and D wing parking lots
will be holding the Figure Skating
competition, with famous skaters
such as Liu and Gracie Gold,” Bill
Lesterdum stated, who is in charge of
setting up some of the events.
Tickets will be needed to attend
the events but students will get first
pick. Tickets range in price from
$300-$10,000 depending on the event.

Students are also being offered an
Olympic pass, which will allow them
to gain entry to all events for the low
price of an arm and their first born
child.
“I mean, really, if you think about it,
that’s not too bad of a price for all the
events they are holding,” a student
in Automotive Racing at Parkland
Adman Bengston said. “I’ll probably
do it.”
The luge and bobsleigh competitions
will be held in Dodds Park, along
with the curling competition. These
three events are perhaps the most
competitive, with all 88 countries
in attendance competing. Other
competitive events include, but are
not limited to, ice hockey, skeleton,
speed skating and snowboard parallel
slalom.
“I can’t wait to watch curling,”
Bengston said. “It’s the most exciting
sport I’ve ever seen.”
The question on many students’

minds is whether or not school will
be in session. Parking would be the
biggest problem, along with being
able to get into the school without a
ticket.
“We have decided to close for the
spring 2016 semester,” Tom Franklin
stated, who is in charge of Public
Media for the Olympic Games.
“Parkland will reopen for the summer
2016 semester.”
It is unclear, at this point, how
hosting these games is actually going
to affect the students attending
classes. Administration is urging
students to look at other available
options including enrolling at other
community colleges in the area,
such as Danville Area Community
College and Heartland College in
Bloomington.
These institutions offer classes
similar to Parkland College and
advisors urge students to contact the
college they plan on transferring to

as soon as possible in order to make
sure their classes will transfer and to
register before classes fill up.
“Parkland doesn’t want its students
to get behind, but wants them to be
involved in the games as much as
they can,” Franklin said.
Parkland, in conjunction with the
International Olympic committee, is
looking for volunteers for the games.
Volunteers are needed for the setting
up, the opening ceremony, security for
the events, for the closing ceremony
and tearing down the venues.
Anyone interested should contact
the Parkland College Office for the
Olympics in O-123.
Set up for all events will begin
during winter break, and will continue
until the competitors arrive in the
beginning of February 2016.
The opening ceremony will take
place on February 1 and the games
go until the closing ceremony on
February 30, 2016.

Underwater Basket Weaving, Parkland’s newest sport
Zach Trueblood
Staff Writer

Parkland College has been in full
preparation mode for many sports
that are starting with the warmer
weather. One sport in particular seems
to have flown under the radar. That is
Parkland’s newest athletic endeavor,
Underwater Basket Weaving.
Underwater Basket Weaving is
generally offered as a noncredit
course at many colleges and
Parkland’s
own
Community
Education division has contemplated
including it into the course offerings.
One proponent of the program is
Community Education Instructor,
Dan Wheelings. Wheelings is an avid
swimmer and craftsman. He has
pushed for inducting the program
into the course offerings but is happy
that the college has settled on at least
including it as a competitive sport.
“I remember underwater weaving
from back in my college days. We’d
clear those pools out and throw on
our snorkels. Nowadays they’re
using fancy scuba gear and more
pliable reeds for the weaving. I’d love
to teach some kids the art of it but I
guess I’ll have to settle for sitting on
the sidelines,” Wheelings stated.
Wheelings brought up a valid
issue. What are the expenses of this
new Underwater Basket Weaving
program? Many factors must be
considered such as scuba gear,
crafting costs, pool rental fees or pool
construction itself. The new coach for
the team Brian Basquette was able to
tackle some of these issues.
“As of right now we don’t have any

Photo by The Internet | World Wide Web
In this 2015 file photo, several baskets are displayed next to Parkland College’s pool. These baskets were weaved by Parkland’s
newest athletic league, Underwater Basket Weaving.
plans to construct a pool at the college.
If the program ends up taking off we
can see about doing that. Right now
we really only have the funds for the
scuba gear itself. That runs about
$600 per weaver,” Coach Basquette
remarked. “For the time being, we’ll
be renting out pool space locally for
training, locations like Sholem or the
ARC.”

Many at the college are also worried
about the longevity of the program
and how it can bring in any revenue.
Interested parties wonder how
weaving reed baskets underwater
can possibly build skills of any kind.
Coach Basquette attempted to put
some of these fears to rest.
“Honestly, underwater weaving is
one of the best sports to promote hand-

eye coordination. The resistance of
the water is also great for weight
training. To all those naysayers out
there, we’re going to show them that
Cobras can swim and do crafts,”
Coach Basquette exclaimed.
When it comes down to it,
Underwater Basket Weaving is more
than simply a sport or activity. It
provides team building exercises

and an outlet for hard work and
determination.
To be able to weave heavy, wet
reeds into an object that can actually
hold items is a feat not many can
accomplish. One new member to
the Parkland team is Reed Weaver.
Weaver has been making crafts and
swimming since he was a young
child. He felt that it only made sense
to combine the two.
“One day I was swimming in
our backyard pool and my mom’s
basket fell into the pool. I remember
being so amazed by it and the way
it felt underwater. I’ve been doing
everything in my power to recreate
that feeling ever since,” Weaver said.
“Joining the Parkland Underwater
Basket Weaving team seemed like a
no-brainer to me.”
Coach Basquette and other team
members like Weaver are going
on a campus-wide campaign in the
next few months. The goal of this
campaign is to bring Underwater
Basket Weaving to the forefront of
talk at the college.
The team is encouraging anyone
with crafting and swimming skills to
try out. The team is also determined to
convince everyone that Underwater
Basket Weaving can be on par
with such sports as basketball and
baseball. After the Parkland Women’s
Basketball team did so well this past
season, Coach Basquette is planning
on developing a women’s team as
well.
For more information about
Parkland’s
Underwater
Basket
Weaving team contact 217-You-GotPranked or visit www.aprilfools.com.
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The downside of Spring Break
Scott Barnes
Staff Writer

The semester is more than half way
over and midterms have come and
gone. This is a period in the semester
when most students are sorely in need
of some time off. Spring Break offers
them the opportunity to put their “to
do” lists in a drawer and get back to
doing whatever it is that they enjoy.
Although the much needed break
may provide some time to relax,
perhaps too much time off can be a
bad thing.
“I totally forgot about a number
of assignments I was supposed to
get done over the break,” Mass
Communications
Major
Chad
Fredrickson said. “I just totally
spaced out.”
Going to college can be a very
stressful endeavor, especially for
those who are ambitious and take on
extracurricular activities. Attending
college may not require very much
physical labor but the mental
workload can be just as exhausting.
Mental exhaustion, coupled with
other responsibilities of day to day
life, can leave some students with
what may seem like an inability to
think.
“I have used my brain so much over
the last few weeks that it just sort of
got fried,” Frederickson explained.
“I really had a difficult time thinking
while I was on break.”
For those students who don’t
experience this mental fatigue,
Spring Break is still a time when they
would rather switch off their brains
and just unwind.

Photo by Billi Jo Hart | Prospectus News
In this 2015 file photo, the “to-do” list of a typical college student during Spring Break is shown. Most students completely
disregard their responsibilities during the break in exchange for unnecessarily long naps and an almost frightening amount
of time scrolling through the Netflix main menu while eating various snack foods.
Psychology Major Ellen Spencer
explained that her idea of a Spring
Break well spent is lying on a beach
far away from home.
“I really enjoy lying in the sun. I also
like to enjoy an alcoholic beverage or
two,” Spencer explained. “The last
thing on my mind is what I have to
get done or what I should be doing.”
The fact that some students may
become “rusty” over the break is not

an issue that instructors are oblivious
to.
According to Professor Tom
Schmidt, that is the very reason why
many of them assign homework for
their students to complete during
their time off.
“Homework assignments are a
good way to ensure that students stay
sharp,” Schmidt explained.
Even though these assignments

affect their grades, students don’t
seem to put in the time necessary to
get them done.
Schmidt has heard almost every
excuse when it comes to why
students didn’t get their assignments
completed.
“I have heard everything from
a there was a death in the family to
my house burned down,” Schmidt
said. “I suppose any excuse is better

than simply saying ‘I forgot’. Nothing
is more irritating than students
forgetting that they are attending
college in hopes of getting a degree. I
mean, they actually pay money to be
here.”
Although
the
excuse
of
forgetfulness may be not be a good
one, many students confess that
they do in fact forget about their
responsibilities when it comes to
school work.
“I had a lot going on,” Frederickson
added. “I had to make sure my cat
was fed, wash the dishes and take out
the garbage. I also had to make some
time to hang out with my girlfriend,
as we don’t really get the chance to
when I’m in school.”
Spencer expressed her frustration
about the expectation that some
instructors have of their students
over break. She refuses to do any
school work on her time off.
“My Spanish instructor handed out
homework assignments on the last
day of class and I straight up told
him that I wasn’t going to it,” Spencer
added. “I mean, the point of having
Spring Break is so that students can
actually take a break, right?”
There is no denying the fact that
Spring Break can distract students
from their obligations and perhaps
the best way to resolve this issue is
to do away with the break altogether.
Whether students spend their time
off studying or simply laying around
the house the return to classes after
a break is the best way to get back on
task.
That is, if they don’t forget.
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